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Hello again and welcome to the February edition of this newsletter! With
love in the air this time of year for Valentine’s Day, we’re reminded of
the special relationships we share with others and how much they mean
to us. Although our love for dogs is different in nature from what we
share with humans, there are many similarities to be celebrated!
You may have noticed that some dogs gravitate toward a certain
member of their human family and that some people develop a really
special bond with a particular dog. It’s also not uncommon for a person
to wonder why their dog seems to love the spouse or child more in spite
of that person being the one to feed, walk, and cuddle the dog the most.
There are a few interesting theories on these loving relationships.
First, it’s possible that a dog seemingly loves a certain person more
because the person exhibits a dominant attitude and strong leadership
skills. This is often one of the more confusing dog-human relationships
we witness. We wonder why a dog would be so attracted to someone
who rarely pets them and refuses to share toys or food! But when we
consider dogs’ natural inclination toward packs and hierarchy, it begins
to make more sense. In this type of person’s presence, a dog may feel
safer, calmer, and more receptive to following direction.
Researchers have also found that dogs are attracted to the complex
behavioral patterns of humans. They learn by watching and interacting
with us, and the more interesting our behaviors, the more interesting
we seem to them. So, it’s also possible that a dog is simply more
intrigued by a certain person’s traits and behaviors than they are by
those of others. One thing is clear, though: Unless a person treats a dog
poorly, there’s certainly nothing personal about the animal taking more
of a liking to someone else.
The tendency for a person to “fall in love” with a particular dog is not so
easily explained. The reasons for this can range from the dog being
there for the person in a time of stress, to the person simply enjoying
the mannerisms of a certain dog. What we do know is the dog-human
relationship can be healthy and nurturing for both and that strong
emotional bonds are developed.

A Wonderful World of Animals!
! A farmer in China was troubled to see his
vegetables were frequently being raided
from the land—by a monkey entering the
farm on a goat’s back. This dynamic duo
belongs to a nearby acrobatic animal troupe,
which has compensated the farmer for his
losses. According to Orange News, the
monkey would stand on the goat’s back to
peer over the fence and ensure the coast
was clear before they would both stroll in for
a snack.
! The Association for Pet Obesity Prevention
has reported that more than half of dogs in
the US alone are overweight. Fortunately,
this trend can be reversed! With everyone
still in gear for the New Year, now is a great
time to be thinking on all the lifestyle and
behavioral changes we can make to help us
and our dogs feel fit, healthy, and happy.
Only 10 extra minutes per day spent walking
or playing can make a significant difference!

Now Accepting
Credit Cards!
To make it much more
convenient for you I’ve
installed a Credit Card
payment system. So now you
can make payments via Visa,
MasterCard or Discover cards.

Find us on:

If you wish to show your dogs how much you love them in return, lots of
praise for good behaviors and an outdoor adventure will be sure to
please them. Unfortunately for them, they can’t share the sweets and
chocolates. Here’s wishing you a lovely month full of warmth and
happiness with your pets and loved ones.

LuAnn

Dirty Dogs Salon
4485 N. Carl G. Rose Hwy. Hernando, FL 34442

Tel: (352) 341-0600
www.dirtydogssalon.com

I am a member of National
Dog Groomer Association of
America Inc.

“It’s fantastic to do so give yourself a shove, go out walking with your dogs and give them lots of Love”
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IF YOU ARE NEW TO THIS NEWSLETTER PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO READ THIS
PAGE AND FIND OUT MORE ABOUT WHAT I COULD DO FOR YOU AND YOUR PET!
Five Important points to look for when
choosing a good Dog Groomer!
It’s important to remember that not all groomers are the
same and that the service they provide will not always
be what you’d expect. It’s so important that the person
who grooms and cares for your dog does so to the
highest standard. Because it’s critical that you have
trust and confidence in this person, I have highlighted
the five benefits that a good groomer will provide to
you:
1. Assurance that the care and welfare of your
dog is their top priority:
Any good groomer is first and foremost a dog lover, so
caring for your dog comes as second nature to them and
is given at all times. By providing breaks during the
clipping process and by never leaving your dog
unsupervised, they reduce unnecessary stress while
ensuring safety and security. They also attend to your
dog’s basic needs by providing them with such things as
fresh drinking water.
2. Grooming of the highest standards that reflects
the needs of you and your dog:
A good groomer must be able to demonstrate the ability
to groom your dog to high standards and to provide an
appropriate look for your pet. They must have the ability
to accurately determine your needs while advising you
on different options for style and finish. A good groomer
will never inflict pain or undue stress on your pet just to
achieve a certain style.
3. Understanding of the different temperaments
and characteristics of dogs:
As not all dogs are the same, they cannot all be
approached and handled the same. For example, a shy
and slightly fearful dog requires calmness and patience,
while a lively bouncy dog may require immediate
leadership. A good groomer will be able to adapt their
approach to meet the psychological and behavioral
needs of different dogs to ensure minimum stress during
the grooming experience.
4. Quality products and methods that do not risk
the health of your pet:
A good groomer will never compromise on the quality of
products they use on your pet. Cheap dog products are
available everywhere, yet they can cause severe health
problems for your dog. Therefore, you must be confident
that your groomer uses quality controlled professional
grooming products. A good groomer will never cut
corners with their products just to save money or to
provide cheaper rates.
5. Advice and information on all aspects of dog
ownership:
It’s important that you have someone to turn to when
you need advice or help with your dog, and a good
groomer will be this person. While groomers cannot
offer all of the answers, such as a medical diagnosis,
they should be knowledgeable enough to offer some
assistance and to point you in the right direction. A good
groomer will always attempt to identify and inform you
of any physical or behavioral changes that may indicate
a health problem. This can make all the difference in
recovery, as early detection ensures early treatment.
As a groomer, the above five benefits are the guide by
which I provide my services. Dogs and grooming are my
passion, not just my business. By bringing your dog to
me for grooming, you can be assured that you and your
dog will receive all five benefits as well as the care and
service that you deserve.
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What you can Expect if you Bring your Dog to Me!
Would you like your dog groomed so that she’s looking gorgeous and
left just the way you want her to look? Do you want her coat smelling
delightful so there’s no more ‘doggy’ smell in your home? Would you
like her coat feeling soft while being just a dream to cuddle? And above
all, would you like reassurance that your dog is getting the same gentle
care and kindness during grooming that you would give her at home?
Well, you’ve just found a groomer that can provide everything you want,
plus much, much more!
With me, you can be sure that your dog will be groomed to the highest
standard. You’ll be so pleased with how she looks, you will be proud to
walk her down your street and show her off to your neighbors - just like
the many other clients I have.
Your preferences and lifestyle, as well as your dog’s character, are
always taken into account as I advise you on grooming styles. The
health, safety and welfare of your pet are always my priority, so you can
have peace of mind knowing that I only offer the best advice to help you
choose the right options for your dog.
As a caring dog owner, you’ll want your pet to be healthy and happy.
Therefore, it’ll be reassuring to know that, with me, you’ll have someone
looking out for potential health issues and changes in your dog – some
that may only be noticeable during grooming. Early detection of
ailments can make all the difference to your pet, so I make sure to keep
a close eye out for physical and behavioral changes during grooming.
Your dog will be well looked after and will always get the ‘one on one’
attention that she needs. You’ll always feel confident that she’s in the
safest of hands with me; I can assure you of that.
Your pet deserves the best so I only use the best and safest products
that will get her coat looking gorgeous but won’t ever harm her. Others
may choose to use cheaper, inferior products in grooming but that’s
something I simply will not compromise on.
With me, you’ll also have someone to turn to if you have issues or
worries about your pet. Advice and help is a free extra service I’m more
than happy to provide. You can call me if you ever have any problems
or just need to chat about your little friend.
So if you’re looking for a groomer who will leave your pet looking
fantastic then give me a call. You’ll be over the moon when you see
what I can do for you and your little furry friend.

Dirty Dogs Salon
“Expert in leaving your dog looking gorgeous”

9Have your dog gorgeously groomed so that she is left
looking and smelling wonderful. You’ll be delighted with
how she’ll look and you’ll be so proud to show her off to
your family and friends.

9You’ll never have to worry when you leave your pet with
me. She’ll be groomed in a clean, relaxed environment
where only the best and safest products are used.

9As a customer of mine, you’ll get the respect and service
from me that all good dog owners like you deserve.

9Help and advice is freely given so you’ll always have
someone to turn to if you ever have a problem or a worry
about your little friend.

9I use a calm, ‘tender loving’ approach when grooming,
where patience, praise and kindness is assured.

9And of course, kisses and cuddles for your little buddy are
provided in abundance. She’ll just love being groomed
with me and you’ll love how she looks afterwards!

Call for an appointment today. Tel: (352) 341-0600
2.

Waxy Buildup in the Ears

Doggy Humor: New Dog Rules

A common concern among dog owners is a persistent
waxy buildup in their dogs’ ears. While this is
considered normal in some cases, it can be a sign of
a problem. A dark residue with an odor could indicate
ear mites, especially if the dog is incessantly
scratching their ears or shaking their head. A buildup
could also indicate an infection. Having the wax
tested by a veterinarian can rule these problems out.
Following that, routine ear cleaning by the groomer
can keep their ears looking and feeling much better!

1. The dog is not allowed in the house.
2. OK, the dog is allowed in the house but only in
certain rooms.
3. The dog is allowed in all rooms but has to stay
off the furniture.
4. The dog can get on the old furniture only.
5. Fine, the dog is allowed on all the furniture but
is not allowed to sleep with humans on the
bed.
6. OK, the dog is allowed on the bed with us but
only by invitation.

Does Your Dog Need a Jacket?
There are two schools of thought on dog clothing:
1) dogs are naturally clothed in hair and therefore
need no clothing, and 2) clothing is as appropriate
for dogs as it is for us. Perhaps it depends on the
individual dog and type of clothing, as there is a
functional aspect to it.

7. The dog can sleep on the bed whenever he
wants, but he is not allowed under the covers.
8. The dog can sleep under the covers by
invitation only.
9. The dog can sleep under the covers every
night.

Although dogs are naturally equipped to handle
various types of weather, domestication can make
them thin-skinned, so to speak. When they are used
to living in an indoor environment, rain and cold
temperatures can have more of an effect on them.
Some dogs are very hesitant to go outside in poor
weather and may even refuse to do so. In these
cases, a jacket is a great idea.

10. Humans must ask permission to sleep under
the covers with the dog.

Should You Share Your Bed With the Dog?
Many people intend to have their dogs sleep in
crates or on the floor when they first bring them
home but then ultimately allow them into their
beds. It’s difficult not to, especially when they whine
all night to be with you. Is it OK to let them up,
though? The answer depends on your needs and
your dog’s personality.

It’s important to consider the breed and its natural
environment. A Great Pyrenese may be perfectly
comfortable in the snow, whereas a Chihuahua is less
likely to be. Short-haired dogs, especially smaller
ones, tend to shiver when it’s chilly, and many of
them are much more comfortable in cold elements
when bundled up.

If your dogs tend to bully their way into getting
what they want, you may want to consider
enforcing a no-bed rule. The training can be difficult
and time consuming; however, it will carry over into
other areas of your relationship with the dogs and
promote more obedient behavior.

A jacket can also help prevent matting in long-haired
dogs, as the moisture from rain and snow tends to
cause their hair to clump together. Putting them in a
jacket before going out can save you lots of time and
hassle with keeping their coats soft and clean!

You may also want to keep them out if you suffer
allergies, are prone to insomnia, or have a
significant other who doesn’t want to share the bed
with pets. In some cases, people find they sleep
better without their dogs because the dogs scratch
often or hog the blankets. On the other hand,
having a dog in bed can actually help some people
get a better night’s sleep. Their presence can be
very comforting.
If you prefer they stay off, you have a couple
options. You could begin crate training them or set
up a sleeping area for them on the floor. The key is
to be consistent with whatever direction you give
them. For example, you tell them “off” each time
they jump up, direct them to the appropriate area,
and then praise and reward them. This can take a
few weeks and several restless nights, but the
training does pay off in the long run!
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Heart
You know
you Health
love yourReminder!
dogs when:

Why Is My Dog Always Scratching?

If you haven’t already done so, you may want to
speak
to your veterinarian about having your dog
See
tested for heartworm. Catching heartworm early
can reduce the risk of serious health complications
from it and will ease the treatment process. A
clean test is also an opportunity to start your dog
on a preventative medication for heartworm. This
is usually administered as a monthly pill and can
save you and your dog the heartache of infection.

A dog’s constant scratching can be worrisome, as
well as bothersome. Many people have difficulties
focusing and sleeping when their pets are always
scratching or grooming themselves. This behavior
can be stopped, however. You simply must figure
out the root cause of the problem and address it.
First, it’s helpful to rule out the most common
culprits: mites, fleas, and ticks. Not seeing any
evidence of them does not necessarily mean they
aren’t there and aren’t responsible. A single flea
bite can cause incessant scratching in dogs with
flea allergies. Other types of allergies are another
possibility.
You
may
want
to
try
using
hypoallergenic products in the home or having
your dogs tested to see if certain irritants affect
them. The veterinarian can also identify and help
you manage any underlying skin disorders.
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Surprisingly, nerves and anxiety can have a lot to
do with this behavior. Some dogs will lick their
paws or legs nonstop to soothe themselves, and
others claw at themselves when they’re distressed.
Wearing them out during the day and reducing
stressors in the home can greatly help with this.
Following that, a nutritious diet and routine
grooming can help keep their skin and coats
feeling clean and comfortable.

PACK*LEADER BOND REINFORCEMENT TRAINING
HEART SHELTER COMPANION BEST*FRIEND

Get This Newsletter Every Month!

Newsletter Copyright!

To continue to provide you with information, help
and a little bit of fun, we publish this newsletter at
the beginning of every month. There will always
be a copy available for you. So, in a month that’s
between your appointments please drop in to pick
one up (it’ll be nice to catch up as well). Or if
you’d like your newsletter emailed to you every
month just leave us your email address or request
your newsletter by sending us an email. Once
you’re on our list we’ll send you a copy every
month.

This newsletter is provided to you every month so that I
can give a little bit extra back to you. The content has
been carefully selected in order to provide you with the
best possible information.
Hopefully you find it
entertaining and useful.
Much of the information and articles have been sourced
from a Dog Grooming publication company and it is
strictly copyright protected. So I’m afraid it can’t be
copied or re-used. If you are ever given a newsletter
from another groomer with similar information and
articles, I’d be grateful if you’d let me know.

Dirty Dogs Salon
4485 N. Carl G. Rose Hwy. Hernando, FL 34442

Tel: (352) 341-0600
www.dirtydogssalon.com
The information provided in this newsletter and on any additional documents herein is for guidance purposes only. It must not be construed as veterinary or
legal advice. Always seek fully trained veterinary advice if you have a health issue with your pet. As far as is reasonably practical the publisher endeavors to
ensure that this information is accurate and correct. However the publisher cannot be held responsible for inaccuracies, omissions or mistakes. Neither can
we be held liable for any damages, howsoever caused, resulting from the information contained in this document.
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter please let us know.
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